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Mission Action Plan 

 

Parish: Eastern Hills Anglicans Deanery: South Brisbane 

 

Period covered by this plan: 2019- 2022 

 

 

Our Vision/Values 

Stage 1 - Review 
  

Where we are starting from - a realistic summary of our context and our present situation. 

Until 2017 

Like most churches we have suffered from a failure to transmit the faith with sociological changes since the 

1970s. 

The remaining facilities are in a poor condition.  The rectory adjoining the Church is an unprepossessing 

building in need of renovation; the driveways likewise need alteration; the condemned toilet block and 

concrete parking grid need to be removed.  The Church hall has a life expectancy of less than five years owing 

to concrete cancer in the piles (unremedied in light of a redevelopment now being considered by Strategic 

Property). 

There are significant relationships of care and memory at this church, stretching back some generations.  There 

is a culture of sharing including regular meals.  Charitable outreach remains a priority (with regular collections 

for Camp Hill State School Chaplaincy and the Leichardt Parish).   

Ongoing Refurbishment.  Since my arrival in 2018, the Church building is substantially renovated, and a 

lighted mural, “the Annunciation,” has been installed.  I have emphasised arts and crafts, considering that 

beauty has an evangelical appeal.   Some minor repairs are still necessary (painting, plastering, and 

replacement of windows).   

In 2018 the Parish commissioned the mural “the Annunciation,” now completed.  Two painters in the 

congregation are painting a number of works for display in the Church—the Prodigal Son (after a work by 

Jean Marie Pirot), the Annunciation, and the Cleansing of the Temple.  I acquired the rights to reproduce an 
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illumination from an eleventh century German psalter, and had it printed on a large canvas which hangs in the 

baptistery.  

In 2019 we began a native garden, and installed a street labyrinth and library, as well as a contemplative space 

to sit and reflect. 

Liturgy and Music.   The Church of the Annunciation has a moderate Anglo-Catholic liturgical tradition, 

recently revived.  Our audio system has been overhauled, and we have acquired a piano. We have a great asset 

in Val Burton, who has a deep knowledge of RSCM repertoire.  I have revived occasional Matins and 

Evensong, partly in light of their reported evangelical appeal.  I have experimented with the sensitive 

integration of audio technology. Choral and instrumental works are available via a subscription service—

greatly enhancing worship.  This means even old liturgical forms can take on a freshness, and I believe it is a 

strategy for growth—as an attempt to counteract the centrifugal effects of media technologies on the gathering 

community.   

I have drafted and revised liturgies with care; and I have been intentional about silence, especially at the 

confession and during the intercessions. 

A Calendar of Events 

We are becoming a hub for the community, with a full range of events throughout the year.  Since my arrival 

we have hosted:  

• four wine and cheese nights: US progressive theologian Joe Bessler (Jesus seminar) speaking on the 

parables of Jesus, Justice Debra Mullins’ lecture “Practising your Faith and your Profession”, Dr Tim 

Jauncey (Psychology UQ) on the importance of spiritual practice for wellbeing, the Ven. Rod Bower 

(Grafton) on his life and work for social justice, particularly refugee, climate, and LGBT issues;  

• two weekend spirituality workshops with Dr Patrick Oliver, on dreams;  

• two professional concerts, promoted on 4MBS classic FM—Schubert’s lieder sung by Jaimee Dowsett, 

and Joel Woods playing works for guitar and mandolin; 

• monthly Evensong and dessert nights in 2019, including a celebratory evening for the dedication of the 

mural “the Annunciation,” attended by the bishop and the local MP; 

• four cake stalls/barbeques at community events—namely the Morningside Fair, and three Perth Street 

Parkland Movie Nights;  

• two Blessing of the Animals celebrations (St Francis’ Day) attended by local, state and federal 

representatives; 

• the Malayalam congregation’s Harvest Festival in 2019, at which the Lord Mayor Graeme Quirk was 

present, as well as their annual Christmas Carols, assisted by a small choir from the English 

congregation; 



MAP Summary Form: Eastern Hills Anglicans 

3 | P a g e  

• Joint stations of the cross with St Thomas’ Catholic Church, Camp Hill, and priest Fr Chris Obi, 

renewing ecumenical associations which had been dormant for some years.  There were weekly 

stations during Lent, alternating between our churches, with funds raised to support the spouses of 

those killed in war.  I have preached once at St Thomas’, and have arranged for Fr Chris Obi to give a 

reflection in reciprocal arrangement, and there has been some cross-promotion of events; 

• The parishioners maintain a pattern of monthly morning teas at Easts Leagues Club, and this year we 

began a weekly community meal followed by meditation (see below); 

• External groups are also on-site throughout the week—a playgroup, Messy Play, and the CM Dance 

School.    

 

Charity and Pastoral work 

• We take monthly special collections for the Leichardt Parish in Western Queensland, and for the Camp 

Hill State School Chaplaincy;  

• we provide food for the Inala Pantry (Project Love and Compassion);  

• we are a collection point for the ABM Christmas shoebox appeal; 

• we sell jams from the little brothers of St Francis Tabulum year round; 

• there is a Pastoral Committee which follows up members of the congregation who have departed or 

who are housebound, maintains a “prayer circle,” arranges birthday/condolence cards etc; 

• I have undertaken many visits to Greenslopes hospital for anointing, conversation and prayer, as well 

as home visits to numerous parishioners, some of these on a regular basis as appropriate; 

 

Children’s ministry 

• We have installed an “atrium” for children’s ministry and use the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

programme, a Montessori approach to faith formation; 

• the two first enrolled students are instructed by Julie Lewis (PhD, Speech Pathology). 

Communications 

Our communications are currently: 

• Weekly pew sheet & music notes; 
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• I developed a Wordpress website annunciation.org.au, where you can find written sermons, articles, 

events and more recently audio recordings of sermons—as well as my explanation of our rationale as a 

place of rest, festival, and re-enchantment; 

• Our Facebook page is maintained and populated with articles, photos of events, sermons, and so on, 

with the help of members of the congregation to whom I’ve given editorial rights; 

• I promote our events using Facebook, including paid Facebook advertising, as well as various 

community listing pages, sector publications (e.g. Law Society of Queensland), Eventbrite, 4MBS 

music diary, and Wednesday Weekly/Focus; 

• I have promoted the Church and its website using Google Ads (standing account); 

• I am populating our Email list, especially with people who attend our events; 

• I will have written 3 letters to the community in 2019—distributed to about 2000 people in Camp Hill.  

We have trialled distributing these ourselves and also using a distribution company.  We may increase 

the frequency and distribution of the letters in future.  The letters so far have led to some attendances at 

events and unexpected pastoral connections in the area; 

• Our street signage has been overhauled; 

• A bench, street library, and a watering spot for dogs in the front native garden have been acquired and 

are soon to be installed; 

• I have written articles for Focus on the dedication of our new mural “Annunciation”, and the 

reintroduction of the traditional offices of Matins and Evensong (pending); 

• I delivered an address to the Liberal Party of Australia entitled “the humanising mission of the Church” 

seeking to explain the relevance of contemporary political theology to current debates, and the place of 

the Church as a site of “friendship and ethical formation, where we can lay hold of our humanity;” 

• I have scheduled meetings with the local member, Di Farmer, and the local councillor, Kara Cook.  

Strong connections with these leaders have resulted in invitations to events and cross-promotion of 

events; 

• I speak and promote the Church at the Camp Hill State School annual Christmas Carols. 

  

Where we are going - a description of where we would like to be in five years’ time 
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We will be known as an urban sanctuary, a place where God is sought in stillness, story, and sharing.   

The priest, Chris Tyack, developed these themes philosophically after a Planning Group in 2018 asked “how is 

our humanity fractured or fraying?” and “what can the Church bring to this situation?”.  In a time of 

restlessness, we can remember stillness; in time of ‘functionalism,’ we can tell stories; in a time of 

acquisitiveness, we can share.  These themes were developed in a paper dated 19 February 2019 (attached).   

We have identified three priority areas—(1) spirituality, (2) hospitality, and (3) children and young people—

and, for each, actions we can take to develop ministry here. 

 

 

Stage 2 - Prioritise 
 

How we will get there - a description of the priority actions if we are to ‘get there’. 

• Spirituality  

• We will continue weekend liturgies (Saturday 6:00pm, and Sunday 8:30am) including the revival of 

historic forms using technology in sensitive ways; 

• We will encourage the adoption of a sacred rhythm (noting Charles Taylor’s general conclusion that 

secularism is characterised by undifferentiated time, involving the loss of rhythms of returning and 

rest).    

• Wednesday 10am Eucharist followed by occasional spiritual workshops; Wednesday 6:00pm Eucharist 

followed by 6.45 Centring Prayer; 

• We will have an Introduction to Christian Spirituality workshop during the year; 

• We will have an Introduction to the Eucharist workshop; 

• We will promote baptism; 
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• We will continue remodelling our street-frontage to provide a contemplative atmosphere, as I discuss 

more fully in the next section (hospitality). This will include the development of an outdoor liturgical 

space; 

• The priest will develop a 6:00pm Wednesday night service in an innovative style, e.g. outdoor 

celebrations, or youth musical involvement; 

• With funding, part of the “old rectory” at 101A Watson Street could be maintained as a centre for 

neighbourhood meals, and for retreats.  The “old rectory” offers a green, homely space which could 

become an excellent, small centre for retreatants, particularly in light of the closure of the Brookfield 

Centre.  The site in general is quiet, being on a suburban street.  Spiritual Director Jenny Norman could 

assist to develop connections with spiritual directors through the Australian Network for Spiritual 

Direction; 

• The discernment of gifts and vocation might be a special focus of any centre, given that Annunciation, 

the Church’s namesake, speaks of one young woman’s discovery of her world-changing vocation to be 

the Christ-bearer.  This could be a collaborative ministry with the local schools, CHAC and Churchie—

given the often restless questing of young people to discern their life’s purpose.  There might be day-

retreats for small groups led by a spiritual director using our connections in the Queensland Spiritual 

Directors’ Network.  The groups catered for might be the school’s spiritual leaders (e.g. as Canterbury 

College had done), or classes. Young people might be asked how their own gifts might be used in the 

service of the Church, too, as a component of a whole and fulfilled life—and, to this end, they would 

be encouraged to find a parish home. 

 

2. Hospitality 

• I will write four community letters to the people of Camp Hill annually, developing an open and 

welcoming community profile—and to promote our events programme.  A signed letter from the priest 

appears to be an approach personal enough to overcome the breakdown of word-of-mouth marketing, 

and also avoids the mendaciousness of so much other marketing material; 

• As discussed in the previous section, we will host and publicise Friday “neighbourhood meals”—as a 

place for people seeking friendship in a time of loneliness.  Notably, some 25% of the Camp Hill 

population lives alone, according to the last census.  Although we have a dedicated team of cooks who 

provide raw materials now, we will continue to explore ways of making the meal self-sustaining in the 

longer term by harvesting our own vegetables (see earth, below) and/or developing links with 

restaurants that discard good food; 

• We will complete the remodelling of the Church street-frontage to make it an interesting and 

welcoming space, which makes something of the mystery of the Church’s life and worship visible.    

Already we have installed an Annunciation mural (fully completed November 2019), a street library 

and labyrinth, and a contemplative garden to attract those who pass by.   
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• We will host and publicise three concerts per year—leveraging the priest’s links with the local music 

community.  In this way (and combined with our now significant body of painting, which is rotated 

through the year) we will present ourselves as a place interested in beauty, which itself has an 

evangelical appeal; 

• We will host and publicise three Wine and Cheese nights per year, with interesting speakers on 

theological or social issues—in order to stake out a place in the public square, and to demonstrate the 

relevance of Christianity to the contemporary scene.  The priest will draw from the congregation’s 

considerable professional connections in law and politics, among other things; 

• We will continue to be involved in other, occasional events and fundraisers that arise,  e.g. the Perth St 

Parkland movie nights, opportunities for ecumenical cooperation; 

• We will maintain the pattern of internet engagement we have already achieved (Facebook, Google Ads, 

Meetup, and the Church website) in order to publicise events.  I will explore targeted advertising, 

especially to groups which are at risk from forms of isolation e.g. migrant and LGBT communities; 

• I will explore with CHAC and Churchie the possibility of advertising events in school publications—

given the significance of these constituencies for the survival of our parishes in this time of communal 

fracturing. 

3.  Earth 

• As discussed, we will develop a green space for liturgy and meals (perhaps incorporating a pizza oven 

and fire pit)—not only to increase the visibility of the Church’s worship and hospitality, but also to be 

close to the earth.  Outdoor worship speaks especially of the God who fills heaven and earth (Jer 23); 

• The Wednesday evening Eucharist will be celebrated outdoors from 6:00pm, weather permitting; 

• Jenny Norman (spiritual director) will combine meditation with bushwalks periodically through the 

year—given the proximity of Whites Hill and Minnippi Parkland.  These will be paid events, to be 

advertised in our communal letters and on social media; 

• It will be helpful to undertake the Living the Change Guided Discussion (Australian Religious 

Response to Climate Change) to assist people to take practical steps to walk lightly on the earth (e.g. 

water usage, transport, solar energy, composting etc); 

• The Church will promote its work as the Brisbane City Council Compost Hub for Camp Hill and 

surrounds; 

• The priest will convene a Gardening Group to maintain the compost hub, the native gardens and 

labyrinth, and to develop a community vegetable garden; 

• We will develop a community garden, proximate to the compost hub and social spaces around the 

Church.  The Gardening Group will consult the Brisbane City Council’s “Brisbane Community Garden 

Guide: A guide to assist with the implementation and ongoing management of a community garden in 
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your neighbourhood”.  Brisbane City Council Community Garden grants may be a funding source in 

future.  A garden could include plots for children, and could be promoted in the local community—

inviting the involvement of schools and local residents.   
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Signed : Chris Tyack 

Date : 23 January 2020 
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